The prevalence of scarlet fever of a more or less malignant type in different parts of the country during the last few months induces me to draw attention to the therapeutic value of sulphurous acid and steel in the treatment of that disease, and to comment upon the danger of trusting to the vis medicatrix naturae in such cases, O O
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or of relying upon an expectant plan of treatment or any lialfmeasures of doubtful efficacy.
That scarlatina maligna is one of the most formidable diseases with which the medical practitioner comes in contact is an undoubted fact, and nothing but the greatest watchfulness and the most vigorous measures are at all capable of battling with its terrible ravages. Every hour lost in the way oi treatment adds tenfold to its danger, and, as unfortunately too often happens in the case of children, all hope of recovery may be abandoned when persistent vomiting continues from the commencement, and the power of swallowing is gone.
Whatever pathological differences may exist between malignant scarlet fever and diphtheria, there can be no doubt of a similarity of action common to both, viz., blood-poisoning in one of its most acute and rapidly fatal forms. It was this apparent similarity of action that induced me first to try the effects of sulphurous acid and steel, as they had previously been found more or less successful in the treatment of diphtheria.
Dr H. Senator1 of Berlin, as an exponent of the German view of the pathology of diphtheria, remarks that" in scarlet fever nothing is more frequent than diphtheritis of the throat, and nothing more rare than croup of the air-passages. And yet there can be no greater resemblance between the two local affections than that between the affections of the throat in scarlet fever and in synanche (cynanche). The resemblance, indeed, is so complete, that many observers, regarding the anatomical appearances as the essential part of the disease, consider the diphtheritic form of cynanche to be only a scarlet fever without the exanthem, but in other respects look upon both diseases as identical, which, by the way, they are as little justified in doing as they would be in considering every case of acute nephritis as scarlatina sine exanthemata, only because the kidney affection is a regular or frequent attendant upon scarlet fever. The micrococci, likewise, are in the throat affections of scarlatina just as numerous, and just the same in character, as these in cynanche. But [.JAN.
the acid, and gr. j. of the salt to each ounce of capacity), and then adding water to dissolve the liberated chlorine. In all the graver forms of scarlet fever, when the temperature is high, quinine and digitalis are considered the most efficient and the most suitable remedies. The sulpho-carbolate of soda has also been found useful, and perchloride of iron in renal complications. The hot-air bath and pilocarpine are also favourably mentioned for producing a free action of the skin, the latter used hypodermically.
" Two drops of a 5 per cent, solution of the muriate answers well: the sixth of a grain will produce perspiration in an adult. Children require full doses of pilocarpine, up to one-tenth of a grain twice a day, in azoturia."
Alcoholic stimulants are recommended to be used with great caution, and ammonia, bark, brandy, and even opium may be needed when collapse sets in.
The best means for disinfecting a room, according to this authority, is the burning of sulphur or bisulphide of carbon in it ?an ounce and a half of sulphur for every 100 cubic feet of clear space.
In conclusion, I am sanguine enough to believe that if the suggestions to which I have drawn attention in this paper are intelligently acted upon, and my observations strictly attended to and rigidly enforced, the lives of many helpless children may be saved, and sorrow and unspeakable grief diverted from many an aching heart.
